2                   THE DYEING INDUSTRY
a~lo-A>?d were stated; and in some periods a duty was
ixaeed on all dyed cloth.. Fox instance, at one time log-
wood was not allowed to be used for dyeing blues, as the
colours thus produced were said to be fugitive. An Act
of Parliament of 1552 limited the number of colours which
illicit be used ; William III. added to the list; and later
illation allowed the free use of dye - stuSs. These
obstacles liindered, to some extent, the progress of the
dyeing industry, but it is only in quite recent times that
great "advances have been made.
The introduction of chemistry into the industry has
indefinitely enlarged its resources by showing how to
produce varieties of colours extending through the whole
range of the prismatic spectrum, and has enabled the dyer
TO tix render durable many of those beautiful vege-
table dyes the ephemeral nature of whose brightness
formerly detracted from their utility. Along with, these
improvements the nature of the substance to be dyed has
received careful scientific consideration; the processes
have been adapted to suit the fibres being dyed, and
mordants have been introduced by means of which peculiar
shades have been produced, the most diverse fabrics dyed
together and perfect fixity given to tie colours.
Yet, during its rapid development, the dyeing industry
to combat many prejudices, the greatest of which "was
the reluctance of the dyexs themselves to adopt the new
methods when introduced. The utility of colours dyed
without mordants was not at first recognised, and it was
a long time "before tie substantive cotton colours could
get a footing. The general adoption of metallic mordants
was opposed; but the discovery of alizarine red and, latex,
of alizarine^hie brought in this method, and it has gradu-
ally grown in use until now it is one of the most important
methods of dyeing. It must he remembered, however,
every improvement in every trade is received -with
opposition of some kind, and the history of dyeing shows
the industry to have been no exception to the rule. The
preliminary difficulties may be great, and unwillingness
to discard the old methods may exist, but the fact that
the new methods gain acceptance in other quarters show
their utility, and ought to urge all "beyond initial obstacles.